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Discount Card Fundraiser
The Stone Mill Parent/Teacher Exchange wishes to
extend their sincere gratitude to all of those who
purchased Discount Cards to support the staff
professional development fund. Each and every
purchase made a difference. Your generosity is truly
appreciated. At present, we have raised approximately
$400 for the fund. Along with our class portrait sales
from earlier in the school year we have raised a total of
$600 to date.

The funds raised enabled us to provide two workshops
that benefited all of our staff. The Parent/Teacher
Exchange will be developing fundraising plans in the
near future for the 2010-2011 school year. Our goal will
be to generate even more funds to support our
outstanding staff.

All Academy parents are welcome to serve on the
Parent/Teacher Exchange or volunteer to serve on the
fundraising committee. If you have a good fundraising
idea or suggestion, please share it with us!

Even though our Discount Card sales campaign has come
to a close, we still have cards available at a discount
price of $5.00 per card. Please see Bruce or Kusum to
purchase cards.

Infants/Toddlers—Our Philosophy
Your Academy infant/toddler staff is fully committed in
developing exciting programs that relate to the needs of
infants and toddlers. By emphasizing professionalism
and teamwork, attending continuing education courses
and workshops, establishing ongoing relationships with

parents, and understanding the uniqueness of each child
we believe our program provides your child with a
diversity of excellent learning opportunities and
developmentally age-appropriate activities. Most
important, we make sure that your child is safe,
nurtured, and loved at all times.

One of the most important findings about child
development is that a child’s early experiences affect
the development of his/her brain. Our Infant –Toddler
curriculum is based on the principle that children learn
through direct, hands-on experiences with people,
objects, events, and ideas.

The infant’s activities are described as part of their total
experience rather than a narrowly conceived set of
events. Play and learning occurs naturally and
individually as part of a stable environment with some
variety and challenge. The environment in our
infant/toddler program is both physically as well as
psychologically safe. Extra attention is given to social
relationships. We maintain communicative, reciprocal
interactions with the children, and our goal is to give the
right amount of attention at the right time to our infants
or toddlers who are engaged an activitiy. We
encourage the children to discover learning in natural
ways. We also provide materials that are
developmentally appropriate and that relate to each
child’s needs.

Our program philosophy here at Academy is to offer a
loving and nurturing environment. Distress can occur as
a result of frustration, tiredness, negative social
encounters, or the presence of strangers. We are most
flexible to feeding, diapering, and allowing infants to
sleep at different times, according to their own
schedules. We change each individual child’s routine
and schedule as the children grow and develop.
A developmentally organized curriculum is included. The
curriculum serves as a specific guide to be used as the
child grows. Giving the child time and choices and
providing encouragement for language and independent
problem solving are intended to provide learning
opportunities and experiences for each child.

Our Children
Isaac and Janna (our two youngest infants) are
beginning to roll over. Isaac is moving everywhere on his
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back. They are developing their self identity in the
classroom and enjoy socializing with their teachers and
their new friends. On any given day you can find them
laughing in response to the teachers’ silly behaviors.
Through daily activities and interaction they are
beginning to demonstrate an understanding of problem
solving skills. They are learning through grasping,
patting, mouthing, and touching objects. Janna explores
and plays with toys for longer time periods. Isaac also
has demonstrated an interest in toys.

All of the children in our class love flannel board stories,
reading books, and puppet play. We present a variety of
activities on a daily basis. Our favorite activities include:
finger painting, scribbling, sticky collage, shaving cream,
water play, blowing bubbles, building blocks, stacking
toys, dumping and pouring game, imitation, mirror talk
etc. We also go on buggy rides around the
neighborhood. With the recent warm spring weather,
exploring the neighborhood is a real treat for all.

Kai, Alexander, and Alexandra are walking now. Kai is
our most recent new walker and has excellent balance.
He now loves to dance and move to music. Andrew
loves to run on the playground and push cars and wheel
toys, both forward and in reverse. Andrew is also
beginning to say some words. Alexander is trying to
feed himself by holding his spoon. He loves to play with
his friends and teachers. He greets all visitors with a
great big smile. He also shows a real interest in staking
rings and nesting cups. Alexandra is constantly
repeating words. She can’t wait to talk. She is now
quite comfortable interacting with teachers from other
classrooms. Alexandra loves to take care of toy babies
and dolls. We are all very happy and excited to see how
much the children are developing and growing.

--Mina, Sharmin, and Sandi

Tools for Twos—Our Tiny Tots
Working in our two-year-old classroom is fun,
challenging, and full of excitement and surprises. Two-
year-old children are a ball of energy and on the go (like
an Energizer battery, going and going and going).
Teachers of twos have a special passion working with
this age group. We are always eager to prepare for each
and every day. As a teacher of twos we have learned
that we must be patient, flexible, and prepare for a
variety of challenges at all times. We would love to
change the stereotype label of “Terrible Twos” to
“Terrific Twos” with honor. We are amazed to watch
them and celebrate their growth day by day. The
children are going through lots of changes and growth at
this age while building on a strong foundation for their
future. There are challenges along with success in every
stage of their growth and development
(physical/fine/gross motor, emotional, social and
language).

Physical
1. With fine-motor activities, the children are learning

about their eye-hand coordination and their ability
to manipulate small objects. Fine-motor skills
involve the small muscles of the body that enable
such functions as writing, grasping small objects,
and fastening clothing. Children are becoming more
independent, yet they are not fully capable of
completing all tasks by themselves. At times they
try and try and even if they can’t complete the task
or activity by themselves they usually insist they
don’t want to give up. Even if children get
frustrated and we are aware that they might need
adult support, we encourage them to try their best.


